English 102

Tessier


A2 Draft Prompt

Skill: Examining a Concept from the Perspective of Multiple Disciplines

Topic: Body Image
Sources: 
“Bootylicious: Food and the Female Body in Contemporary Black Pop Culture” by Fabio Parasecoli

“‘Go White Girl!’ Hip Hop Dancing and the White Female Body” by Melissa Campbell

“Virtual ideals: The effect of video game play in male body image” by Sylvia, King, & Morse

Your own research (at least 2 for the draft)
Draft: (5 p., double spaced) due Wednesday, March 2
In your last essay, you analyzed the concepts of NPR writers, Street, and Page in order to create and define celebrity branding. Now, in your second essay, you'll examine the different ways a concept is framed by different disciplines. In so doing, you’ll also need to be reflective in discussing your own personal experience with the topic. Scholarly disciplines often have entrenched ways of looking at a topic, but writers can often break new ground by observing and analyzing the way different disciplines frame a topic. That will be your goal in this essay.

The concept you'll examine is body image. We’ll read an essay by Fabio Parasecoli to start feeling our way into the concept. We’ll also read essays by Melissa Campbell and Sylvia, King, & Morse to both provide new perspectives on the concept and to provide examples of what writers working with different types of sources can do. You’ll then need to spend some time working on finding your own examples (use the Suggestions on the other side of this page to get you started) and making them speak to each other and to our class readings—as well as your own experience.

The query that your essay will answer is not as narrowly defined it was in the previous assignment. Instead, you’ll want to choose one (or possibly more) of the following queries to address in your essay: What is body image? What is negative body image versus positive body image? How can body image be measured? Why is body image a major part of public life? You will not want to say the obvious, but to find an interesting angle and claim to stake about body image that might surprise or educate your readers. 

Draft, due March 2nd 

Writerly moves to incorporate into your essay:

a. Strategically use a short personal anecdote to engage the reader and explore the concept.

b. Use well-chosen and carefully summarized research to deepen and enrich the concept. 

c. Choose striking and apt quotations to examine the concept and punctuate the points.

Different ways to potentially approach body image:

Psychology

Philosophy

Religion

Economics

Politics

Policy/Legislation

Media

History

Pop culture

Health/Medicine 

Sports

Gender 
Sexuality

Race

Class

Age
Disability studies

Family Dynamics

Art 

Music

Military

Use the space below to brainstorm ways to explore some of the topics above in connection to body image (or your own way).

