English 102

Tessier


A2 Post-Draft Exercise: Analyzing  a Visual Text

In your A2 draft, you explored the concept of happiness.  Many of you utilized a number of varied sources from different disciplines.  As a class, we also explored the images incorporated into Jennifer Senior’s piece “All Joy and No Fun” using visual rhetoric.  

For this post-draft assignment, locate an image that relates to happiness in some way.  It can be from a newspaper, scholarly journal, etc.  Provide a “reading” of this image, as we did in class.  Explain the elements of the image—a summary of what you see.  Then, analyze this image as a text—what does the image mean on a deeper level.  Why do read it this way?  How does it illustrate an aspect of happiness, or make a statement about it?  

For example, in Senior’s essay the images she chose depicted complex moments where happiness seemed markedly absent.  Therefore, these images worked well to support her claim that happiness is not necessarily a product/result of parenting. 

Try to choose an image with many layers so that you may explore it in great detail.  Also, try to go further than stating the obvious.  Write 2-3 paragraphs exploring your image.  Bring in this writing and the image to class on Saturday, March 29th 
