English 102
Tessier
A3 Individual Research Paper
Pre-Draft C: Writing a General Research Proposal for Assignment 3
Pre-draft C: Two-page proposal
Due next class

Write a two-page proposal, about 5 paragraphs, to explain your upcoming research and writing.

In the first paragraph, the first sentence identifies the general topic area. The second sentence gives the research question, and the third sentence establishes its significance. 

The next couple of paragraphs give the larger historical perspective on the topic. 
Essentially list the major schools of thought on the topic and very briefly review the literature in the area with its major findings. Who has written on the topic and what have they found? Allocate about a sentence per important person or finding. Include any preliminary findings you have, and indicate what open questions are left. Restate your question in this context, showing how it fits into this larger picture. 

The next paragraph describes your methodology. It tells how will you approach the question, what you will need to do it. 

The final paragraph outlines your expected results, how you will interpret them, and how they will fit into the larger understanding i.e., 'the literature'. 

Tips 

Read. Read everything you can find in your area of interest. Read. Read. Read. Take notes, and talk to your teacher & classmates about the topic. 

Write about the topic a lot, and don't be afraid to tear up (delete) passages that just don't work.  The advantage is in the re-thinking. 

Very early on, generate the research question, critical observation, interpretations of the possible outcomes, and the expected results. These are the core of the project and will help focus your reading and thinking. Modify them as needed as your understanding increases. 

Use some systematic way of recording notes and bibliographic information from the very beginning.  Don’t wait until the last minute to write down all the citations.  Write them as you go, and consider keeping them all together in one document. 


Adapted from: Guidelines on writing a research proposal,  McGranaghan, Matthew


it

A2 it Resarch Paper
P € Wi o R P At

T

O ———
hmae i e g W o e B s i
Ao s e e e g e
im0 Rt

e e e s i i e

ey il s a1 e

T T———

e o et e e s, ol o, e o

U e of oo g ot o v

e i e g o s




