ASSIGNMENT III
Morality
Writing/Reading Skills:  Crafting Queries; Developing Research-Generated Concepts
Research Skills: Using Sources to Find Sources; Integrating Sources into Writing
Sources:   Pinker & at least 3 additional sources (part of a scholarly lineage, described below)

Pre- and Post-drafts:  As assigned, see wiki
Draft:   (5 pp., double spaced) due Tuesday, November 15, in class [4 copies] 

Revision:  (7 pp., double spaced) due Thursday, December 1, in class [1 copy + draft with my comments]

In your first essay, you examined a topic by following its chronology using mostly sources that were provided to you.  In your second essay, you selected a focus which was informed by a combination of sources that were assigned and sources you selected on your own.  For this assignment, you’re starting from a common conversation, but you’re deciding on the query that you want to tackle in your paper, and you’re deciding what sources can best help you answer that query.
The common conversation concerns morality.  When facing moral dilemmas, we call into play our ability to discern what is right and what is wrong.  There are various theories on how we are able to do this, and why.  The conversation is anything but neatly define, and the perspectives and persuasion can be as emotionally charged as our in-class work with the trolley scenario may have been on your moral heartstrings. 

We’re starting by working with Steven Pinker’s text,“The Moral Instinct,” which briefly touches on the findings of a number of researchers who study morality.  Pinker gets the discussion rolling, but you’ll need to take a deeper look into the scholarly work he summarizes as you seek to generate your concept/claim.  I’ve provided a menu of essays that you can use to begin your search (see Pre-Draft B) and the source you choose from the menu becomes the first of three required essays that are part of a “scholarly lineage.”  This lineage will be made up of at least two other, relevant sources that either cite or are cited by the source you’ve chosen from the menu I’ve provided.  (You can find sources that are cited by your provided source by looking at that essay’s list of references; you can find sources that cite your provided source by finding the provided source in Google Scholar, then clicking the “Cited by” link just beneath the source listing.)  These three (or more) connected sources form a “scholarly lineage” that you will investigate en route to generating your own argument.  You began this kind of work in Assignment II, and now you’ll enhance your skills.  You may also use additional sources outside the scholarly lineage, should you choose.
Here’s another way to think about this assignment:  Pinker’s essay is a flowering plant with many seeds.  You’ll choose one of these seeds (sections/provided essays), examine its root structure (scholarly lineage), fertilize it with your intellect and your experience (voice, critical application of sources to each other, illustrative examples and analogies), and craft your essay into your own flowering plant (new buds, new ideas, new concept and perspective on morality).

Please note: a strong foundational understanding of the arguments in the sources you find is absolutely vital for this essay.  I understand the temptation to simply pluck a quote as a means of ‘proof’ that you did the required research.  This might have worked in previous courses, and possibly even in your previous essay, but be forewarned: that shortcut will not work here.  You are expected to be an active contributor to the current conversation on morality, which means you’ll need to be able to talk about the various sources in depth, reference their ideas, intersect them with each other and build off of them with your own intellect. 
That said, this doesn’t mean you need to completely shackle your mind to the sources you find.  The work we’ve done this semester on crafting, building, improving, and supporting your concepts is still applicable here.  Your essay should not simply be a retelling of what you find in your research; rather, you’ll want to use the research to help you come to and express your own argument in your essay (not to represent an argument someone else has already made).  You’re becoming a participant in this discussion, so you’ll need to think like a participant, not like a passive listener, meeting secretary or book report writer.  Your reader is less interested in your ability to talk about what you’ve read and more interested in what you can do with what you’ve read.  Can you forge connections between the ideas in the sources and your own experiences?  Do the sources spark you to think of any further ideas of what else might be true regarding your focus?  Are they fully convincing?  And if not, why aren’t you convinced?

This is the longest and most challenging essay of the semester, and that’s reflected in its effect on your grade.  But it can also be the most rewarding, and we’ll be tackling the steps involved in completing the essay successfully together in class.

Please print FOUR COPIES of your draft and bring them to class on Tuesday, November 15. 
