English 102-40
Freshman Composition II
Spring 2015

Location: W01-0040
Time: Tuesday/Thursday, 8:00am-9:15
Instructor: Jill Tessier
Email: jillian.tessier@umb.edu
Mailbox: English Dept., Wheatley 6th floor
Office: Wheatley W-06-021
Office Hours: Tuesdays 9:30-10:30, 2-3, Thursdays 9:30-10:30
I. The Course 

What’s this course all about?
This is a course in critical writing, reading, researching, and thinking. 
You will:
· Continue English 101's introduction to expository writing
· Engage with complex ideas in the course readings and in your own research
· Focus on writing thoughtful, clear, coherent analyses and inquiries that are sensitive to the needs of an audience
· Use the sources and the issues/questions they raise in order to work on your writing
· Learn and strengthen some important writing skills that you will later translate and adapt into different contexts throughout the rest of your academic career
· Engage in writing as a literate form of thinking

What will we be doing in class?
· You'll write three essays that grow out of shorter writing assignments, workshops, and research
· Your own writing (and that of your peers) will sometimes function as the focal point of instruction during discussions, groups exercises, and class workshops, so...
· Do not write about anything private. Student writing (quite possibly your own) may be distributed and read in class. Please be prepared for this.
· You'll write pre-drafts, drafts, post-drafts and subsequent revisions, which will constitute the major work of the course
· You will seek to contribute sound insights to ongoing conversations through your writing. You’ll use the readings to enter a debate, to explore a dilemma, to pose and solve problems, and to develop your own ideas. 

What are the goals of the course?
· Finding a productive focus and developing a coherent line of thought
· Crafting an engaged response to readings/topics while working carefully with source materials
· Effectively using apt examples and quotations (and citing them appropriately)
· Engaging in all stages of the writing process: pre-writing, drafting, post-drafting and revising
· Conducting research, which involves seeking out sources, engaging with and evaluating the sources, and then producing writing which directly responds to and expands upon those texts
· Learning to write for different academic audiences
· Improving organization, style and mechanics

Why am I required to take this course?
· To prepare you for upper-level coursework
· To be better able to generate, develop, and support your own unique concepts—which will make you a more marketable job candidate
· To serve you well as an educated person—beyond any classroom

What are the assignments about?
· You'll begin the research process by exploring the concept of memes using a lens provided by evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins
· You'll use a reading by psychologist Daniel Gilbert to jump start your research into the concept of happiness
· You'll run the show, exploring your own research topic

What texts are required?
· All readings are available on the course wiki site. You are required to bring the readings to class in the following forms: print, laptop, tablet. Phones cannot be used. 

II. The Policies

What will I be graded on?
The bulk of your grade (80%) is achieved through the completion of three primary essays:
· Assignment I: 15%
· Assignment II: 25%
· Assignment III: 40%
The remaining 20% of your grade will be determined by your participation in the course. This does not mean simply showing up and/or speaking in class, but is directly tied to specific elements such as homework completion, class preparedness, in-class work (individual and group) and so on.

Do I have to come to every class?
Here is the English Department attendance policy: Attendance is required. If you miss more than four (4) classes, you risk failing the course. In addition:
· A reason for your absence only explains your absence, it does not excuse it
· Email me when you know you're going to be absent

What if I come to class late? 
· Your first three (3) late arrivals combine to count for one (1) absence
· From your fourth (4th) late arrival on, every two (2) late arrivals count for one (1) absence. These absences contribute to your accumulated total of legitimate absences
· In general, you'll be marked late if I've put the attendance sheet away by the time you come in
· Please Note: it is your responsibility to keep track of your tardiness and absences, though you may email me to get an update on your accumulated totals

 Do I have to do all of the work?
Because this course is a planned sequence which follows the writing process, you must write all of the assignments to pass the class, and you will need to write them within the schedule of the course. There is no extra credit in this course. 

I expect you to bring a printed copy of your essays to class with you. Your homework assignments must also be printed and turned in on the day they are due. 

What if I need to turn in work late?
Here’s the policy for drafts and revisions:
· Drafts are required, but not graded. I cannot grade a revision until I receive and respond to your draft
· Revisions are required and graded
· For each day your draft OR revision is not handed in, your grade for that paper will be reduced by one notch (i.e., a B becomes a B-)
· If your draft or revision is not handed in by one week after its original due date, you will receive a zero for that assignment
· If unexpected circumstances arise, please be in touch with me before the paper's due date

Here's the policy for homework assignments:
· Homework will only be accepted on the day that it is due
· If you are absent, it is your responsibility to use the syllabus, ask a friend, or email me to see what has been assigned while you were absent and what is due the day you return. You should turn in all of that work on the day you come back to class

UMB Email
I will use the UMB email to communicate with you outside of class. Please check it daily. 
For questions/problems/concerns, call the IT Service Desk at 617-287-5220 or email at ITServiceDesk@umb.edu, open Monday through Friday from 8am to 6pm. 

Phones
Texting in class is obvious, disruptive, and rude. It also takes you out of the conversation happening in the classroom and can cause you to miss important information. Do not text in class and please keep phones off the desks and in your bags.
Talking over others
Talking to a peer while another student is talking will not be tolerated in class. For some students, it can be intimidating to talk in front of the class and share ideas.  When you turn to someone, talk over the speaker, and ignore them it disrupts the classroom community.  


University Policies & Resources
Students can face a variety of situations (athletic injuries, job or workplace issues, anxiety or depression, family issues, and many others) for which I, your English teacher, am likely not the best resource. Fortunately, as described in the materials you have received from the university, UMB provides such resources for various student needs. Should such needs arise, I encourage you to contact the appropriate resource—i.e., the one specifically trained to help you in the best way possible. 

Plagiarism and Academic Honesty
Plagiarism is defined by UMass Boston’s Code of Student Conduct as an act of academic dishonesty. Plagiarism can include actions such as presenting another writer’s work as your own work; copying passages from print or internet sources without proper citation; taking ideas off the internet, modifying them, and presenting them as your own; or submitting the same work for more than one course. If you plagiarize, you will fail this course. Plagiarism cases will be referred to the Chair of the English Department. Also note that plagiarism can result in further academic sanctions such as suspension

RESOURCES
University Advising Center: 
www.uac.umb.edu
617 287 5500
Campus center, 1st floor

University Health Services: 
www.healthservices.umb.edu 
UHS Counseling Center: 617 287 5690
Quinn, 2nd floor
UHS General Medicine: 617 287 5660
Quinn, room 2 – 040

Ross Center for Disability Services: 
www.rosscenter.umb.edu
617 287 7430
Campus Center, Upper Level, room 211
- If you have a disability that may affect your performance in this class, please know that UMass Boston has resources that can help you succeed in your coursework. Please contact the Ross Center for Disabilities to receive official university services and accommodations; they will provide you with documentation that you then bring to your instructor.

Academic Support Services: 
www.academicsupport.umb.edu 
617 287 6550
Campus Center, room 1-1300

International Student Services: 
www.uac.umb.edu/international
617 287 5500
Campus Center, first floor, room 1100.07

Student Veterans Center:
veterans.center@gmail.com 
617.287.7985
3100 Campus Center, on the left in the back

Public Safety: 617 287 1212 (from cell phone) or 911 (from campus phone)

Last thoughts to start the semester:
This semester will be a blast. This class will challenge you. I will challenge you. Your peers will challenge you. However, you will get the most of the class if you challenge yourself.  English 102 is a required course, which sometimes causes students to fall into the trap of working through it like a “required” course. My first piece of advice moving forward into our semester together is this: have fun with your education. Take it seriously, but enjoy it. How is this done? Think critically, do the reading, write the papers like it’s your job (because it is), and make the most of it.  Ask questions, come to office hours if you feel unsure, share your ideas in class, be intellectually curious.  We only have about 16 weeks together to work through a good deal of material.  Plan on slaying it.
[image: http://www.troll.me/images/victory-baby/work-hard-study-hard-thats-how-i-play-it.jpg]
102: Class Schedule UPDATED (as of 1/28/15)
(Subject to change at instructor’s discretion)
Note: All course readings are available on the Wikipage.  You must print them and bring them to class.
Week 1
Tues. Jan. 27- First class meeting! Syllabus. Assign Pre-Draft A. Draft Prompt.    HW: Dawkins reading      			SNOWDAY
Thurs. Jan. 29-First class meeting! Syllabus. Assign Pre-Draft A. Draft Prompt.    HW: Dawkins reading
Week 2
(Feb 2nd ADD/DROP ENDS)
Tues. Feb. 3– Assign Pre-draft B.  Bring in Sources to Support.
Thurs. Feb. 5- Source Credibility Activity
Week 3
Tues. Feb. 10- Assign Post-draft A. Peer Review. Draft DUE in class
Thurs. Feb. 12-Claims and Counterarguments  
Week 4
Tues. Feb. 17-Reading Strategies. Give drafts back. Read Gilbert for HW, A2 Pre-draft A
Thurs. Feb. 19- Mapping Gilbert.  
Week 5
Tues. Feb. 24- A1 Revision DUE. Discuss 
Thurs. Feb. 26-A2 Pre-draft B. Discuss Senior. Hand out draft prompt.
Week 6
Tues. Mar. 3-A2 Draft due in class
Thurs. Mar. 5- Library Instruction
Week 7
Tues. Mar. 10-A2 Drafts returned. A2 Revision Prompt assigned 
Thurs. Mar. 12--A2 Post-Draft Due
Week 8-SPRING VACATION
Tues. Mar. 17th NO CLASS
Thurs. Mar. 19th NO CLASS
Week 9
Tues. Mar. 24-A1 Revision Due
-Research paper basics: query & claims, finding a topic. Hand out A3 Pre-draft A.
Thurs. Mar. 26-Library Day. Hand out A3 Pre-draft B.
Week 10
Tues. Mar. 31- Research Proposal. Annotated Bib. 
Thurs. Apr. 2- Due: Research Proposal, Partial Annotated Bib. 
Week 11
Tues. Apr. 7- Library Day
Thurs. Apr. 9-Students bring in updated proposals & bibs: Gallery Walk of Proposals. 
Week 12
Tues. Apr. 14- A3 draft in class for peer review
Thurs. Apr 16-Revision prompt and discussing conferences
Week 13
Tues. Apr. 21-Mini Conferences (meet in office 6th fl Wheatley)
(Apr. 22: PASS/FAIL & COURSE WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE)
Thurs. Apr. 23-Mini Conference (meet in office 6th fl Wheatley)
Week 14
Tues. Apr. 28-A3 First Revision (w annotated bib) Due, Peer Review in class
Thurs. Apr. 30-Students present papers (4)
Week 15
Tues. May 5--Students present papers (4) Course evaluations
Thurs. May 7--Students present papers (4)
Week 16
Tues. May 12- -Students present papers (4) A3 Revision due. Last Class Meeting! 
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