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Friendship


A friend is someone who brings out the best in someone.  Friendship should not be selfish and should consist of loyalty, integrity, and support.   A friend should possess certain qualities that I would want.  Not anyone can be bestowed the name “friend” in my world.  I have many acquaintances and very few friends.  If I were to put every person that I know into a group, I would be able to pick out the ones who I know would stand by me.  


Many people might have more than one best friend but I have only one.  One person that I can depend on when needed.  One person that I can rely on who I know will have my back.  We both share a bond that many may envy and few will never comprehend.  In the three years that I have known him, many things have happened.  He has taught me to speak my mind and be more open minded while I have helped him connect with his emotions.  We balance one another out and really bring out the best in each other.  His loyalty, honesty, and support has helped me become the person I am today.  It is a fact that people change but in some cases, change is growth.  Its experience.  Change doesn't have to be bad.  My best friend has helped me change into a person who is more well rounded.  I am not afraid to try new things and I challenge myself in order to learn my strengths and weaknesses.  This wasn't the person I was a few years ago.  I was timid and passive.  I believe that this is what a friends do.  They truly want the best for you and at times, they know you better than you know yourself.  


For example, when I'm criticized by those that are closer to me, I tend to get very defensive and I would refuse to accept the criticism.  I didn't realize that I do that often until my friend pointed it out to me.  He told me if I noticed that I behaved like that and that I might not even realize it.  Once he pointed it out to me, I thought about it and I agreed.  If someone loves you enough to criticize you, its because they want the best for you.  In order for someone to learn and grow, I believe that criticism is essential for that process.  My best friend definitely knows me better than myself.  He criticizes me only for my own benefit.  Sometimes, you learn things about yourself through someone else's perspective.  The week before I moved to Boston, my best friend had purchased a plane ticket to fly from Boston to Atlanta just so he could help me drive.  The drive usually takes about 18 hours.  For him to fly down from Boston to Georgia just to help me drive showed that his friendship is genuine.  Actions speaks louder than words.  My friend has proved to me time and time again his loyalty.  His honesty has made me want to become a better person and I feel like no matter where life takes us, I know I'll always have a friend I can count on.  


Friendship is not measured in distance, no matter how far friends are from one another, once they meet again, they are able to pick up right where they left off as if they've been hanging out everyday.  Staying friends takes effort and if effort isn't made, losing friends can be the outcome.        

