Writers, present company included, don't understand very much about what they do - not why it works when it's good, not why it doesn't when it's bad. 
~ Stephen King

As a student in a composition course, you’re developing the ability to understand why certain kinds of rhetorical moves are effective and why others aren’t as successful.  One way of cultivating this understanding is by examining the writing of your peers, yourself and published authors.  Today, your team will examine Jennifer Senior’s essay “All Joy and No Fun” so that you might be able to speak back to Stephen King by explaining the way you understand why some of Senior’s rhetorical moves work and why others don’t.  Complete the following questions together as a team. 
1. Examine the claim you identified for 2A on your Pre-Draft B assignment.  
a. Is it the same claim your teammates identified?  YES / NO
b. Work together to determine what Senior’s argument is, locate a place in the text where she reveals her claim, and record it here: 




c. Rewrite the claim to more clearly reflect what you believe the essay is arguing:





2. Raise a complication or objection to the claim you’ve identified in question 1.  

a. What other angles and perspectives should Senior consider or look into in order to more fully develop her ideas?  




b. Can she use an example other than children to make her point?  What kind of example could she use? 


3. Examine Senior’s various rhetorical strategies in relation to her claim.  Find an example of each move, then answer the associated questions:

a. Anecdote: 

i. Locate an example in the text

ii. What do you notice about Senior’s use of this anecdote?
iii. What, specifically, is Senior able to achieve with this type of move?  In other words, how does it help her to develop or support her claim?  If it doesn’t, explain why you don’t believe it’s effective. 

b. Paraphrased Research:
i. Locate an example in the text 


ii. What do you notice about Senior’s use of this paraphrasing? 




iii. In what way is the use of paraphrasing more effective than if she had used a direct quote?  Why?

 


iv. Does she lead into it with her own language?  

v. Does she analyze it afterward?  


vi. Does it clearly connect to her claim?
c. Direct Quote:
i. Locate an example in the text


ii. What do you notice about Senior’s use of a direct quote?





iii. In what way is the direct quote more effective than if she had paraphrased? Why?





iv. Does she lead into it with her own language?

v. Does she analyze it afterward?

vi. Does it clearly connect to her claim? 


4. What is one concrete suggestion you’d make to Senior in order to revise this essay?




5. If Senior hardly made any changes to this essay and submitted it for the revision, what grade would your team give her? 
