Pre-Draft C

Due: Tuesday, January 31st 
Glossing


What is glossing?
“Glossing” is a way for you to enhance your understanding of the things you read. It can also be extremely useful in helping you organize your own writing.  When you gloss, you are generally looking at a text paragraph by paragraph.  Looking at these parts can help you to understand how they make up the whole.

How do you gloss?
You begin by reading a paragraph and getting a general sense of what it says.  You then summarize the paragraph, either by paraphrasing the ideas in the paragraph into a single sentence, or by giving the paragraph a “headline,” as if it were a news story.  This can help you get a better sense of what is going on in each paragraph.  It is particularly useful when reading something complicated, or lengthy. 

How can glossing help with my own writing?
To gloss your own writing, you go through the same process—read each paragraph and come up with a statement that accurately represents what you are saying in that paragraph.  This is helpful for a couple of reasons:

1. If you have trouble coming up with a gloss (i.e. there are too many ideas to make just one statement) then you probably need to refocus your paragraph so that you can gloss it.

2. Once you’ve glossed your whole essay, you can read the glosses and evaluate whether your organization makes sense.  In other words, does each gloss move logically and coherently into the next, or are they unrelated?  Alternatively, are they so closely related that it might be better to combine paragraphs?  It may be helpful to write each gloss on a separate sheet of paper (in order) so that you can essentially see your essay all on one page.

Try it out:
Gloss “Friendship” by C.S. Lewis (yup, that’s the guy who wrote The Chronicles of Narnia).  You may choose to paraphrase in one sentence the main gist of each paragraph, create a headline for each paragraph, or utilize a combination of both.  Do this first on the actual printed version of the text as you read, then copy your glosses onto a separate sheet of paper (to be turned in). 
