Carefully Selecting Vocabulary

Preparing for Assignment IV: Part 6
Signal Phrases

There are a variety of different ways to introduce ideas or language from a writer or source text.  Rather than utilizing the comfortable verbs such as “says” or “writes,” try these instead:

	Acknowledges
	Contends
	States
	

	Agrees
	Declares
	Suggests
	

	Argues
	Illustrates
	MORE VERBS:
	

	Claims
	Indicates
	
	

	Comments
	Observes
	
	

	Confirms
	Reports
	
	


Absolute Statements

What do they look like?  What kinds of words indicate absolute statements? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How can you fix them?  What kinds of words are more precise? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Colloquial / Conversational Language

What does that mean? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


How we can sound more professional:

1. Original:  Some of the stuff I’ve read supports this point.
Revision: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Original:  I’m pretty sure many people think happiness is long lasting.
Revision: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Original:  Friendship got this way because of Facebook.
Revision: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ ​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Original:  Yeah sure you might connect with that person for a short period of time….
Revision: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Original:  I am just trying to say that the odds are against you when trying to look for a friendship

Revision: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


6. Original:  We people have had a lot of things handed to us and take a lot of things for granted
Revision: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

